A practical approach to improving the quality of water used for routine dental treatments.
The water delivered through dental units connected to municipal water supplies often is contaminated with bacteria and other organisms as a result of biofilm formation in waterlines. Water and other solutions used for dental treatment should meet generally recognized standards for drinking water quality. Public concern over the safety of drinking water and media attention paid to dental water quality will continue to increase. The number of immunocompromised patients who are at risk of developing infectious diseases from exposure to contaminated water aerosolized from dental units also will continue to increase. Improving the quality of water used in routine dental treatment is a worthwhile goal and reasonable measures to improve water quality now are available.